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string quartet (and taped electric piano)

Hierarchy of drift...

Each performer should strive towards accuracy of placement and pacing in relation to the piano
melody; however, this effort is subordinate to the demands of group concinnity, which itself strives

towards accuracy of placement and pacing in relation to the other performers among the discretely
crafted conceits of displacement.

The viola employs a “wah” effect throughout the piece. Ideally, in order to avoid the awkward
foot manipulations required of a “wah” pedal, the violist should use an “auto-wah” effect. In this

way the irregularities in the timbral contour and performer inconsistencies will allow the opening
and closing (the “sweep”) of the”wah.”

Additionally, the viola should be run through an amplifer separate from that used for playback of
the tape.

A note about the tape...

Count in: four beats at 4 = 60; the fourth beat is silent.

The “plastic piano” that sounds on the recording has been digitally warped, and as such varies
appreciably in tempo and pitch throughout.

Timbral effects...

Strict attention should be paid to bow placement (sul pont/tasto) in order to effect a distinct shift

in timbral distribution. Consistency in tone is not the aim here as are the flickering irregularities
that the bowing techniques occasion.

tape speakers

o—" {0

(viola amplifier) |§|
viola cello
[ [ o
violin | violin Il
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